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Almost everywhere you look around Crestridge you’ll see a hammock
hung in the trees. Campers have even referred to Catawba Hill as
“Enotopia” because of how many hammocks are up. Who wouldn’t
want to spend an hour in the afternoon lying in your hammock,
catching up with your friends, and enjoying the cool, mountain
breeze? We have a great opportunity for you to enjoy your hammock
and potentially win a prize at the same time!
National Camp Crestridge Day will be on December 1st and we’d love
to see your “camp spirit” come out that week! We have 3 categories
in which you can submit photos for a chance to win a prize. All
submissions are due by Friday, December 4th. The winner for each
category will be revealed on Monday, December 7th.

There is no greater news than Jesus + Nothing. If we are all honest with ourselves we’ve got
to agree with God when He says that we have all sinned against Him and don’t deserve a
relationship with Him. That leaves us in a tough spot. We are sinful and broken, and what
is worse, there is absolutely nothing we can do to make things right with God on our own
or be in a relationship with Him. BUT because He loved us, He made a way by sending
His perfect Son, Jesus, to die for us and take our punishment! There is no good thing
we can do, no amount of trying harder, or being better, or putting on a face that can get
us a relationship with Jesus. HE did EVERYTHING. Just Him. Jesus + Nothing. All we have to do is receive this gift of
forgiveness and life and He is ours!!! Like our theme verse says, there is no thing, relationship, circumstance, etc that is more
valuable than knowing Jesus. We hope this isn’t only a theme for a summer but for your whole life!
“Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” ~Philippians 3:8

Did you know you can help us out here at Camp simply by shopping on
Amazon? Just go to Smile.Amazon.com and sign up to have a fraction of
all your purchases be donated to Camp. It’s free and easy to use! You’ll
just need to search for “Ridgecrest Summer Camps” as your charity of
choice (NOTE: it will list Nashville, TN as our location). It will save
Camp as your charity of choice in the future, but you will have to go
to Smile.Amazon.com each time you make a purchase. For all eligible
purchases, Amazon will donate 0.5% to Ridgecrest Summer Camps. It
may not seem like much, but every penny helps us continue to impact
lives for God’s glory! Start shopping and play a role today!
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1st Category - “Most Unique Spot” to hang your hammock.
In between two trees is great, but what other ideas do you have?
Prize - $50 gift card to the Crestridge Clothing Store.
2nd Category - “Most Hammocks in One Picture”. The goal is to
get as many hammocks hung with people in them in one picture.
So grab your friends and family and get them into a hammock!
Prize - Free passes for their entire cabin to the hot chocolate/coffee
bar at breakfast 2 times.
3rd Category - “Best View”. Take your hammock to the prettiest
place you know and try to get the best view possible!
Prize - 32 oz. Hydroflask bottle with a Crestridge Sticker.
All submissions must be posted on Instagram using #Hammocc4g
by December 4th! We encourage you to post only your best picture
for each category instead of posting several for each category. Please
be safe while taking your pictures. We can’t wait to see what you come
up with!

BELLE CANDIDATES OF SUMMER 2015

Summer Camps
For Boys and Girls

BOWL
PICKS

2015 COLLEGE FOOTBALL BOWL PICKS!
The 5th annual College Football Bowl Picks Contest is coming up soon! We’ll
send an email to your parents and also post on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram
when we have the contest up and running. You can take the challenge and
post your picks against all of us here at camp. With the new playoffs in college
football, this contest is more challenging and exciting than ever! The Ridgecrest
camper and Crestridge camper with the best overall score will win a free item
of their choice from the 2016 clothing store next summer! You may also have a
chance to win a free canteen. Our staff is ready to take on the challenge, are you?
Choose wisely!

A Letter from Marva…
Each year, as the opening of Camp Crestridge has approached, I’ve written a letter to the incoming summer staff introducing
myself. Over the years, those introductory letters have helped to ground me before I entered the gates of camp. This year, I
write a different letter. After much prayer and consideration, I recently met with my friend and supervisor, Ron Springs, to let
him know that it was time for me to step down as the Summer Director of Camp Crestridge.
As it says in Ecclesiastes 3, There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under the heavens:
a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down
and a time to build, a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance.

We are so very proud of all who participated in the Belle Challenge of 2015!
*Candidates who successfully completed the test.

Gracen
Boatright*
Emma Kiefer*
Emily Caron*
Abigail Davis*
Mary Helen
Altman*
Rosie Marshall*
Lauren
Ludewig*
Catherine
Brown*
Anna Mahoney*
Ansley Myers*
Lauren Smith*
Rebecca

Hughes*
Paxton
Thompson*
Hannah Black*
Sarah
Strickland*
Jacqueline
Garcia*
Carly Bigelow*
Britt Ware*
Carrie Marshall*
Georgia
Gillette*
Ashlyn
Ludovici*
Maggie Scott*

Kelly Tignor*
Shelby Grace
Rawls
Emily Dotson
Katherine
Dotson
Sallie Bywater
Hembree Monk
Shelby Cebert
Zoé Clark
Madison Sharp
Maggie Holt
Claire Sanders
Gatlin Thornton
Arden Gill
Grace Heinlein

Shelby Young
Maddy Bowers
Brooke
TerKeurst
Sam Perez
Katie Cothran
Mary Morgan
Combs
Brooke Sandbo
Caroline
Touliatos
Abby Bowen
Alana Vaughn
Hannah
Plunkett
Brooke Carlson

Megan Oliver
Mary Kate
Thompson
Haley Tripp
Skyler Smith
Mallory
Hartline
Lauren Pashley
Erin Kennedy
Emily Baer
Amber Winton
Emily Gagnon
Emmy Johnson
Emelyn Moffitt
Callie Abshier
Sophie Krist

Bonnie Shea
Avery Tyndall
Kelly Burgess
Jenna Browning
Kayla Wherry
Kendra Apple
Hannah
Hartsgrove
Kate Verlander
Caroline Hobbs
Maddie
McMahan
Marin Parkinson
Katie Saxon
Ivy Van Dyke
Kathleen

Sullivan
Shannon Norder
Madi Hall
Jasmine Dakhil
Emily Dumont
Sydney Bertram
Emily Daniel
Carly Peterson
Jenna Green
Delaney Greer
Caroline Linch
Sarah Bowen

A Letter from Janie…

Dear Crestridge family,
Thirty four years ago when I arrived at Camp Crestridge, I had no idea what God’s plan was for me then. All I knew was that
this place is where I was supposed to be. I did not know in 1981 when I drove into camp and met another girl named Marva
Rawlings that God’s plan was for me and for her to be a huge part of this “holy ground” for 34 years. I am blessed that I have
been allowed to be a servant for Him. My sweet mom, Lucille, always told me that it was greatest mission field that anyone
could have the honor to serve in. I agree totally.
So, I write this to share that a hard and prayerful decision has been made that I need to do as Marva has done and let go of
my duties at Camp Crestridge. I knew this day would inevitably come. Camp has been my security and my love. I have met
thousands of campers, parents, and staff. Each one of you has made a difference in my life. The part He wrote for me led me
down a path of service, sacrifice, sweet and special moments and people that I will cherish forever. The connections that I have
made because of Camp Crestridge and Camp Ridgecrest have affected every part of my life. The Godly women
and men that were part of His plan for me have become lifelong friends and family.

A dear friend of mine upon hearing of my decision sent me the following note:
“Odd isn’t it, how important decisions in our lives are unheralded, no trumpets sounding, just the ordinary, familiar cadence
of minutes passing.”
She also perfectly described how I felt each year as I arrived at camp: “I could exhale coming through the gates, knowing that
the same faces would greet me, same arms would embrace me, same authority figures would hold me accountable, same Jesus
would meet me in that familiar space and place.” I will forever love and cherish memories of my time at camp and will be
indebted to Coach Peggy Birmingham for introducing me to Camp Crestridge, and to Johnnie Armstrong for mentoring me
once I got there. These women laid the ground work for my 32 life changing summers at Crestridge.
And as Hobo said in one of those introductory letters, “See you soon and let’s go on a hike”.
With a thankful heart,
Marva
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There are so many of you that if I start naming names, then I will forget someone. Each of you knows who you are and I will
cherish you always. I hope we can still have those moments. I am still here, just not at camp. I will name Johnnie Armstrong,
Judye MacMillan, and Marva Rawlings. I have learned so much from each of you…lessons that I have used in the “real
world” of my life. You were and are great friends, mentors, and role models that will never be duplicated. And, for all of those
wonderful Chehoapek opportunities, thank you! I wish all of you many more. Please be in touch. I am still here. I have also
discovered that God’s plan for me does not stop at camp. There are new adventures and opportunities that have been presented
and offered to me. I am excited to see His continued plan. Thank you God for such an incredible part that you have written
and continue to write for me.
GLYSDI, (for those that do not speak camp, that is God loves you and so do I)
Janie

Follow Us!

CHRISTMAS CLOTHING SALE

The temperature is starting to drop and it’s time to pull out your camp
sweatshirt or fleece! Don’t have one? Check out our clothing sale today to find
discounted prices on all your favorite camp gear! Don’t forget to reorder your
Sunrise Hike Blend coffee for the holidays! Visit our website to access the store.

